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occasional tufts of thin grass or dwarf shrubs springing
from their clefts. The valleys, where narrow, form
water-courses in the rainy season; and even in the heats
of mid-summer riot unfrequently shelter deep pools,
protected from sun and wind by some over-hanging
rock; little patches too of cultivation occur here and
there, marking the permanent establishment of a few
families, or a moderate stretch of green justifies the pre-
sence of some herdsmen's tents.. But nowhere do the
conditions of the land allow of anything like real popu-
lousness ; and the abruptness of the local barriers tends
to divide the scanty inhabitants into small, almost iso-
lated clusters, while by the same fact it detain| them in
a state of serai-barbarism, scarcely, if at all, affected by
centuries of comparative civilisation around.

Further on however, where these valleys enter the

* DalmaV the prospect is dreary indeed; rock and sand,
the latter light and ever shifting, the former abrupt
and rugged, or spreading into miles of continuous stone-
sheet ; the whole appearing much as the bottom of the
ocean might  possibly do were it upheaved and left
exposed to the sun; an imagination not far removed, it
may be? in   this  case, from the geological reality -of
things.    But, jotted as at random through the waste,
where least expected amid the utter seeming drought,
and discoverable only by long practice and that inti-
macy with the desert which few but outlaws are likely
to acquire,  lie small pale green spots, marked out by
the wild palm, the feathery *Ithel/ and the tangled

* Semr' thorn.   Here water is to be found when dug for
at the depth of a few feet under earth; here also is
wood enough  for  the  modest  requirements of Arab
cookery;  here the traveller may occasionally halt at
mid-day or night-fall;   and here the robber, flying or
pursuing, may take a few hours' stolen repose.